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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR CONFIGURING 
AN INTERNET APPLIANCE 

5 APSTRACT 

The Internet appliance accesses an HTML page on a Web site containing 
configuration information for an Internet appliance, such as an Internet compatible 
telephone. Data from the HTML page are downloaded to the Internet appliance to 
modify its options or settings automatically upon accessing the HTML page, or as 
directed by the user. The data may be downloaded to a programmable memory in the 
Internet appliance and the stored data may be used to upgrade the Internet 
appliance. The upgrade HTML page may include information to alert the user when 
the new information is available regarding changes to options and settings of the 
Internet appliance. Alternatively, data from the Internet appliance are placed in an 
HTML page and the data are then uploaded to the Web site. Additional embodiments 
provide other functions that may be placed in an HTML page to effect some internal 
action in the Internet appliance, such as checking e-mail. 
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